Prayer Tool - The Caribbean Prayer Intercessor
‘No one is a firmer believer in the power of prayer than the devil; not that he practices it, but
he suffers from it’. (Guy H. King)
‘Restraining prayer, we cease to fight; Prayer makes the soldier’s armor bright; And Satan
trembles when he sees, The weakest saint upon his knees.’ (William Cowper)
About ten years ago while giving leadership to the Trinidad & Tobago, St. Vincent & Grenada
Division I thought how I could motivate the soldiery to seriously unite in prayer. There were
various needs and I eventually came upon the idea of a method of a monthly prayer calendar
that was used in the Caribbean Territory as far back as 1981.
That was the year when the Army’s international theme ‘Alive in Christ’ was in vogue. Back in
Trinidad, we were recovering from a disastrous fire that destroyed the building of the
Divisional Headquarters, the Divisional Secretary’s quarters and the men’s hostel.
Unfortunately two residents of the hostel perished in the inferno.
The Centenary congress celebrated a week after the fire gave us a mighty lift which was both
spiritually and physically invigorating. Indeed, we did give God the Glory. However, we
needed something to keep us afloat and it was discovered that we needed to pray much
more. The idea was shared firstly with my wife the Divisional Director for Women’s Ministries
who was in full agreement, then to the rest of the DHQ staff. The monthly prayer calendar
was launched and became an effective tool. Praise God!
Many things were wrought through consistent, united prayer. ‘More things are wrought by
prayer than this world dreams of.’ (Alfred Lord Tennyson)
Taking the leadership of Western Jamaica Division in 2003-2008 the same method was
employed with effective results. Praying together daily with a theme became the regular
practice of the officers and soldiers. We experienced breakthrough after breakthrough. Thank
God, our prayers were heard and answered by him. Rivers were crossed, mountains were
tunneled through, impossible things happened. Glory to his name!
Oscar C. Eliason wrote:
‘Got any rivers, you think are uncrossable?
Got any mountains you can't tunnel through?
God specializes in things thought impossible
He does the things others cannot do’.
‘But with God nothing shall be impossible’. (Luke 2:38)
Approximately nine months after assuming office as Territorial Pastoral Care and Archivist, a
third responsibility was given me – Territorial Prayer Coordinator. For yet another occasion,

the prayer calendar was considered and without delay was incorporated as the flagship for
the territorial prayer programme - this time bearing the prestigious name, The Caribbean
Prayer Intercessor, a name that signifies the intense purpose of our mission. ‘For you I am
Praying, I’m praying for you’.
The Intercessor, now in its 37th edition, is sent by email to the 15 countries making up the
Caribbean Territory, also to officers, soldiers and friends in USA, Canada, England, and
further afield, including colleagues of the International Prayer Leaders’ Group (IPLG).
The monthly preparation of the intercessor, as can be imagined, is no small feat, much time,
effort and prayer is part of the overall component. It is to be noted that the production and use
of the Intercessor has resulted in the replication of the prayer calendar in other divisions of the
territory. The Barbados Division has been publishing its own prayer calendar for over a year,
while the Guyana Division has launched its own prayer calendar at the beginning of May
2012. This is encouraging and we glorify God for these initiatives.
How does one go about organizing a prayer calendar? The following is the model
we’ve developed and applied:
1. Seek divine inspiration through prayer.
2. Open ears to what‘s happening around us.
3. Choose a theme for the month usually relating to current events, e.g. April: Easter; May:
Mother’s Day/Child’s Month; June: Commissioning; November: Harvest; December:
Christmas.
4. Consult with the Chief Secretary’s office for territorial Leaders plan, for visits to
Divisions/Regions and elsewhere.
5. Consult with the Territorial Calendar of events from Territorial Programme Secretary’s
office for special events planned for individual division/region.
6. Check with the Secretary for Personnel’s office regarding sick & bereaved officers and
incidents affecting officers and family members.
7. Consult with the local diary for public holidays
8. Remember officers throughout the territory by using the Territorial disposition of Forces.
9. Remember the retired officers in the territory
10. Use Information garnered from Local Prayer Coordinators located in the various
divisions/regions in the territory prayers are encouraged for thanksgiving of difficulties
overcome, for evangelistic outreach and other programmes needing divine guidance.
Each edition of the Prayer Intercessor is sent out under the cover of a pastoral letter. In this
our prayer warriors, partners and friends are encouraged to pray fervently ‘without ceasing’
for each other, the Army and the world. In encouraging our people to make a special time to
pray each day, I advocate that they make it first thing in the morning before they get caught
up in the busyness of the day.
Did You Think To Pray?
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
‘And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the
Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at

peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort
the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. See that no one renders evil for evil to
anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good.
Abstain from every form of evil.
In closing, I leave with you a song by Mary A. Kidder:
Ere you left your room this morning,
Did you think to pray?
In the name of Christ our Savior,
Did you sue for loving favor,
As a shield today?
O how praying rests the weary!
Prayer will change the night to day;
So when life seems dark and dreary,
Don’t forget to pray.
When you met with great temptation,
Did you think to pray?
By His dying love and merit,
Did you claim the Holy Spirit
As your guide and stay?
When your heart was filled with anger,
Did you think to pray?
Did you plead for grace, my brother,
That you might forgive another
Who had crossed your way?
When sore trials came upon you,
Did you think to pray?
When your soul was bowed in sorrow,
Balm of Gilead did you borrow
At the gates of day?
We are thankful to God for the Caribbean Prayer Intercessor and for the meaningful part it is
playing in the lives of God’s praying people.
Major Keith Graham
Territorial Prayer Coordinator
Caribbean Territory

